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Master of Social Work (MSW) Program  

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ’s) 
 

1. What are the admission requirements for the MSW Program at UNF? You may 

view the application checklist or the  UNF Graduate School’s Webpage at   

http://www.unf.edu/graduateschool/academics/programs/Social_Work.aspx   

          

2. What is the application deadline for the MSW Program? The application deadline for 

Fall, 2017 is May 15th.  

 

3. What is the purpose of the statement of intent and what are the committee members 

who evaluate applications looking for? We are looking for individuals who exhibit 

strong potential for developing professional competence, whose personal value system 

promotes social work core values such as social justice and an appreciation for human 

diversity and who have demonstrated academic promise to be able to perform 

successfully at the graduate level. The narrative statement is your opportunity to provide 

the Admissions Committee members with a clearer sense of who you are and what has 

motivated you to pursue a career in Social Work. It is suggested that you review the 

National Association of Social Workers Code of Ethics for a discussion of the core values 

of the profession prior to writing your statement.        

  

4. How long is the program? How many credit hours for completion? The full-time 

program is 2 years: 2 semesters during each of 2 academic years (Fall and Spring). The 

program requires 60 credit hours for completion.       

  

5. Do you offer an advanced standing program for students who have a BSW degree? 

The UNF MSW Program will offer a degree option for advanced standing students. The 

program will begin in Summer, 2018. Applicants will be able to apply in Fall, 2018.  

        

6. Is the GRE required? No, the GRE is not required for admission to the MSW Program 

nor is it required to be considered for UNF graduate scholarships.     

  

7. How long does it take for me to get a decision after I apply? You will receive a letter 

from the Graduate School indicating a decision on your application normally between 4-6 

weeks of application completion.           
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http://www.unf.edu/graduateschool/academics/programs/Social_Work.aspx
http://socialworkers.org/pubs/code/default.asp
http://www.unf.edu/graduateschool/prospective/funding/Scholarships.aspx
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8. Do you have an off-campus or part-time MSW program? No, the MSW Program at 

UNF is a full-time face-to-face program of study. Classes are offered on Mondays and 

Wednesdays between 3-8:45 pm. In addition, students are required to complete a field 

practicum (internship) approximately 16 hours per week. As most social service agencies 

are open between 8-5, students should anticipate that the field practicum will likely occur 

during weekday business hours  .       

   

9. It has been a long time since I have been in school, do I need to take refresher 

courses? No, you do not need to take courses prior to enrollment unless you do not have 

the pre-requisite coursework for admission to the Program. You should demonstrate 

successful completion (grade of C or better) of undergraduate courses in social and 

behavioral sciences (9 credit hours, drawing from sociology, psychology, government, 

economics, or related disciplines), statistics (3 credit hours), and biology with human 

content (3 credit hours).          

  

10. What if I’m missing one of the required undergraduate courses, like statistics; can I 

take the course concurrently with foundation year coursework?  No, you cannot take 

prerequisite courses concurrently with the MSW coursework. However, you may be 

admitted to the program provisionally. In this case, your letter of acceptance will indicate 

that you need to complete required courses prior to enrollment.       

      

11. I have a Master’s degree already in another discipline. Do I still have to take all the 

coursework or can I complete my degree in a shorter period of time? You will need 

to complete all the required courses in the program of study. Each academic discipline is 

very different and has a different set of requirements and coursework.       

    

12. Where do I submit my references? Three rating forms are required. Recommender’s 

must speak to the applicant’s academic and/or professional suitability for advanced study 

in Social Work with at least one form from a professor or instructor and at least one from 

an individual who has directly supervised the community/volunteer work or paid 

employment (preferably from the human services field) of the applicant.  Recommender’s 

can submit a supplemental letter with the rating form but this is not required. 

Recommender’s should submit the form via e-mail to graduateschool@unf.edu or fax it 

to (904) 620-2414.          

  

13. I already have a MSW and am interested in taking a course to qualify for licensure 

in the state of Florida. Can I take one course at UNF?  You can take a course at UNF 

as a post-baccalaureate non-degree seeking student. However, check with the licensure 

Board in advance of taking the course to ensure it will count towards licensure.   

  

14. How do I upload supplemental materials (statement of intent, writing assessment 

and resume?) Once you submit the application fee, you will receive an e-mail providing 

instructions on how to complete the application including the upload of materials (i.e. 

resume, statement of intent, and writing assessment).  If you have additional questions, 

please contact the UNF helpdesk at (904) 620-2820 or helpdesk@unf.edu . For hours of 

operation, visit http://www.unf.edu/its/Contact_ITS.aspx.   
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